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The 

Lingo



Term Definition

UCAS
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. 
Centralised system to apply for university in the UK. 

Tariff points
The system for allocating points to the different 
qualifications you can get. Also called UCAS points. 

Deferral
This is where you postpone your place to start in the 
following academic year.

Conditional 
offer

Where you are offered a place on a course subject 
to a specified condition e.g. BBB at A Level. 

Unconditional 
offer

Where you are offered a place on a course without
any conditions. 



Term Definition

Extra
A service to apply for alternative places if you do not 
hold an offer from your first five choices.

Firm A offer you accept as your 1st choice. 

Insurance
An offer you accept as your 2nd choice, in case you 
don’t meet the conditions of your firm choice. 

Clearing
A service to look for alternative courses. If you didn’t 
get a place on a course it allows you to apply for 
courses that still have vacancies.

Adjustment
A service to look for alternative courses if you 
exceeded your conditions. 



UCAS Points A Level
BTEC Extended 

Diploma

64 DDE MPP

96 CCC MMM

112 BBC DMM

120 BBB -

128 ABB DDM

144
A*AB

AAA
DDD

www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator



The 

Website



• Centralised service for students 
to apply to universities. 

• Database of all UK university 
course.

• Calendars of all university open 
day events. 



Course & 

event 

search tool

Use the filters to sort by 

location, entry 

requirements and more. 



University 

website

Find out more information 

on the university course 

page. Look at modules, 

specific requirements,  

scholarships and more. 



The 

Application 

Process



1. Register

2. Personal details

3. Additional information

4. Student finance

5. Choices

6. Education

7. Employment

8. Personal statement

9. Reference

10.Pay and send

11.Help

12.Options

UCAS Application

Tip: Grant nominated 

access to allow someone 

else to access your 

application if you are 

unable too.  



Application 

stage
Additional information

Register
To sign up to UCAS you need to register by providing personal 

details such as name, date of birth, address and agreeing to the 

terms and conditions. 

Personal details
Provide additional details such as nationality, residential status and 

your school reference number. 

Additional 

information

Provide equality monitoring details and information regarding 

higher education preparation activities you have taken part in such 

as summer schools. 

Student finance
Confirm how you intent to pay for your studies (e.g. apply for 

student finance)

Choices Input your you 5 course choices. 



Application 

stage
Additional information

Education Input your past qualifications and predicted grades.

Employment
Add information regarding any paid employment you have 

undertaken. 

Personal 

Statement

This is your chance to sell yourself to a university and demonstrate 

within 4,000 characters (or 47 lines) why you are a good candidate 

for the course. 

Reference
Provide the details of your reference (often a staff member at your 

school or college). They will receive an e-mail and complete a 

reference for you. 

Pay and send
Your final chance to review the application, agree to the terms of 

use and pay £24 for your application to be sent. 

Help & options
A section at the end of the application to provide you with additional 

support and information.



Stage 1. 

Start research
Set up UCAS 

account
Add personal 

Details
Pick 5 courses

Complete 
personal 

statement

Send off 
application

School adds 
reference



Do not receive 
offer

Stage 2. 

Wait for universities 
responses

Receive offer 
from 1 or more

Select firm and 
insurance

Enter UCAS 
extra

Ask to attend 
interview or for 

more info



Stage 3. 

Accepted to 
firm

Accepted to 
insurance

Receive university place

Receive results

Enter 
adjustment

Do not receive 
grades for firm 

or insurance

Enter 
clearing



Summer Sept Oct Nov-Dec Jan

Sign up to UCAS

Attend open days

Research unis

4th Sept – UCAS Application 

opens

Start personal statement

Attend open days

Research unis

15th Oct – Oxbridge, medicine, 

vet etc. application closes. 

Complete personal statement

Attend open days

Finish personal statement

Send in application

15th Jan 

App

close. 



Feb Spring June July-Aug Sept

Student finance opens

Attend offer holder 

open days. 

Student finance closes

Apply for accommodation

Receive offers

Firm/insurance decision

Attend offer holder open 

days

Exams

6th July – IB results

13th Aug – A-level results

Confirm offer

Pay accommodation deposit

Prepare for move

GO!



Questions

FAQ’s

• How to write a 
personal 
statement?

• School internal 
deadline?




